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the most delicate contriving. The stone also which someone picks up
threateningly sends forth a semblance of itself, which, acting like a
lever, gives a propulsion to the soul and reverses the course of the body
and compels it to take flight. But does not the very same thing
happen in man ? Perhaps you know of some other way in which this
can take place; if so, I should be much indebted if you would explain
it to me.

You say 'I (the soul)1 am free and there is a power within me
by means of which I can turn a man equally from fleeing and from
going forward.' But the imaginative principle does as much in a
brute; a dog may for the time disregard blows and threats and rush
at the food it sees (and man often does much the same thing /). You
say that the dog barks by mere impulsion and not owing to resolve,
as in the case of men speaking. But in the case of man there are
causes at ivork too, and hence we might deem that his speaking ivas
due to impulsion ; for that also which we attribute to choice is due to
the stronger impulse, and the brute also exercises his own choice when
one impulse is greater than the others. I have indeed witnessed a
dog attuning its barks to the sound of a trumpet in such a way as to
imitate all the changes in its notes, sharp or flat, sloio and quick,
however much more frequent and prolonged the sounds were made,
capriciously and suddenly. You say brutes lack reason. But while
doubtless they are without human reason, they do have a reason of
their own. Hence evidently they cannot be called irrational* except
in comparison with us, or relatively to our species of reason, since in
any case A.oyo? or ratio3 seems to be as general in its significance, and
can be as easily ascribed to them, as the term cognitive faculty or
internal sense. You say that they do not reason to conclusions4,
But though they do not reason so perfectly and about so many things
as man, they still do reason; and the difference seems to be merely
one of more or less. You say that they do not speak. But though
they do not utter human expressions (as is natural seeing they are not
man) yet they emit their own peculiar cries, and employ them just as
we do our vocal sounds. You say that a man in delirium can weave
together a number of cries in order to signify something; while the
cleverest of the animals cannot do so. But consider ivhether it is
fair of you to demand human sounds in the brute, and not to attend
to its own proper cries. But this discussion would take too much
time if pursued further.-

1 Tr.                           2 ao7a.

3 Greek and Latin terms for Beason.                 4 ratiociuari.